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College: The Goodwin College of Business and Liberal Arts
Department: History, Philosophy, and Theology

Degree: Bachelor of Arts

Campus: Lisle Campus

Requirements - Major

Students majoring in Philosophy must complete a minimum of 36
semester credit hours of courses toward their major, with a grade of “C”
or better. Of these 36 semester credit hours, these courses must include
at least 30 semester credit hours of formally registered Philosophy
courses, and may include up to 6 semester credit hours of department-
approved courses. The latter refers to department-agreed substitutions
for formally registered Philosophy courses from related academic fields.
Of the formally registered Philosophy courses, 18 semester credit hours
must be at the 3000 level or above of which 6 semester credit hours must
be at the 4000 level or above.

Philosophy as a Second Major

Philosophy majors are encouraged to combine their major with a second
major in another academic field related to their particular philosophical
interests, or to combine the Philosophy major with one or more academic
minors, related to their particular interests in philosophy. Philosophy

has always been an intrinsically interdisciplinary academic field.
Philosophical reflection presupposes the knowledge of a wide variety

of many different (academic and non-academic) fields and topics. It is
this presupposed knowledge that provides the critical starting point for
philosophical reflection. We wish to encourage our philosophy students
to engage, as fully as they are capable, in this basic interdisciplinary,
philosophical spirit.

Objectives

Students in the Philosophy program will achieve the following student
learning outcomes (SLO):

Student Learning Outcome 1: Identify and comprehend key ideas and
arguments within classic philosophical texts.

« University SLO: 1. Disciplinary Competence and Skills; 2. Critical and
Creative Thinking Skills

Student Learning Outcome 2: Critically analyze and evaluate key
arguments within classic philosophical texts.

+ University SLO: 1. Disciplinary Competence and Skills; 2. Critical and
Creative Thinking Skills; 5. Analytical Skills

Student Learning Outcome 3: Support a philosophical claim with a well-
reasoned argument.

+ University SLO: 1. Disciplinary Competence and Skills; 2. Critical and
Creative Thinking Skills; 3. Communication Skills

Student Learning Outcome 4: Demonstrate knowledge of important
doctrines of distinguished philosophers, including their connections with
the Catholic and Benedictine intellectual traditions and important social
justice movements of the past and present.

+ University SLO: 1. Disciplinary Competence and Skills; 2. Critical and
Creative Thinking Skills; 9. Personal Development
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